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Rev. Joseph Keating 
5th Sunday of Lent (A) 
Homily 
 
This fifth Sunday of Lent is the third of a three-part series of Gospel passages that 
show the unfolding of faith in the life of a believer.  Two weeks ago, we heard the 
story of the Samaritan woman at the well—a tale of turning from a life of sin and 
believing in Jesus as a prophet, possibly even the Christ.  In her, we see the 
unfolding of faith.  Then last week, we heard about the man born blind, and how 
Jesus made him see.  The blind man begins his story calling Jesus a man, then 
calling him a prophet, and finally calling him Lord.  In him, we also see the 
unfolding of faith.   
 
Today we have the story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead.  And even here 
we see an unfolding of faith, especially in the personages of Martha and Mary, 
and also in the Jews who had arrived at their house to grieve with them.  Not only 
is Jesus a man, not only a prophet, and not only Lord, but he is the resurrection 
and the life! 
 
This is the confession that Martha makes as she expresses her grief.  Both she and 
Mary utter the same complaint: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.”  But Martha, ever the active disciple, runs out of the house and 
professes her faith in the resurrection on the Last Day.  Even with Martha, Jesus 
refines her understanding and perfects her faith by adding, “I am the resurrection 
and the life.”  Martha then completes her profession of faith: “yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”  
 
Mary, on the other hand, is the contemplative disciple, remaining in the house, 
grieving her brother and allowing her neighbors’ presence to console her.  She 
waits for Jesus to arrive, and only comes out at her sister’s prompting.  Her 
complaint is the same: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.”  Jesus’ response to Mary is to weep with her, showing his compassion and 
genuine human love for his friends.  Even though he is the Son of God, he is also 
the Son of Man, and he has feelings too. 
 
We hear of another emotion displayed by Jesus in the gospel passage today.  
Twice we hear that Jesus was “perturbed and deeply troubled.”  The word in 
Greek that is rendered here as “perturbed” could also be translated “shuddered 
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with anger,” or “snorted like a horse.”  It is an emotion that Jesus rarely displays, 
and so it is striking that John mentions it twice here in this passage.  Why was he 
perturbed, and what would make him so troubled? 
 
One explanation could be that Jesus is reacting to the weeping Jews.  It was a 
custom then, as it is now in the Jewish faith, to sit and grieve with the family of a 
recently deceased person for an appointed time.  The Jews, then, are outwardly 
weeping, but perhaps it is an inauthentic display of grief, and this angers Jesus, 
who knew the man Lazarus as a friend, and himself weeps in authentic grief.  
 
Then, when the Jews begin to question Jesus’ actions, asking aloud why he 
couldn’t do anything to help Lazarus, Jesus is perturbed again.  He knows why he 
is there.  He came late intentionally.  He even announced it to his disciples before 
they went to Bethany.  He knew that he was going to raise Lazarus from the dead 
as a sign, and he doesn’t appreciate the mourners’ attempts to comfort Mary by 
their overwrought sympathy.  Martha and Mary’s grief is real, and Jesus shares 
their grief.  Not only is their grief real, their faith is real.  It is only after Lazarus is 
raised from the dead that the Jewish mourners “began to believe in him.” 
 
For Martha and Mary, this moment was a great unfolding of their faith.  Even in 
the presence of death, their faith in Jesus Christ was their strength.  In the midst 
of grief, their faith in the resurrection was confirmed when they witnessed their 
brother rise from the dead.   
 
In these current times, we feel as though we are in the presence of death.  The 
entire world is reacting out of fear of the corona virus, and so many are acting 
irrationally and selfishly.  For those without faith, the fragile foundations of our 
comfortable, modern life are laid bare.  Everyone is racing to buy toilet paper, 
even though COVID is a respiratory disease.  Everyone is buying out the hand 
sanitizer, even though ordinary soap is a better option.  Everyone is stockpiling 
ammunition, as if a horde of zombies were going to descend upon your home and 
steal all your toilet paper and hand sanitizer. 
 
Now, in the threat of death, is the time for faith.  Even tho Martha, Mary, and 
even Jesus wept, yet Martha and Mary had faith that death would not be the end.   
 
Now is the time for faith.  Now is the time to put first things first.  Our bodily 
safety and the preservation of this present life is actually not the most important 
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thing.  The most important thing is living the life of grace in preparation for 
eternal life in union with God!  Thank God it’s Lent right now in this pandemic 
crisis, because now there is so much we can offer up in reparation for sin and for 
the conversion of sinners.  
 
Now is not the time to say, well, it’s hard enough out there; I’m going to cut loose 
and use this time to abuse alcohol, overeat, lay about and be greedy.  Resist that 
temptation, brothers and sisters! 
 
I hope that we have not forgotten almsgiving in this time.  Brothers and sisters, 
are we part of the problem?  Is the sin of greed so close beneath the surface of 
our Christian façade, that when a crisis arises, we horde everything in sight?  This 
is still Lent, and we are still Christians.  We cannot fail in charity, especially in 
crisis.  Our neighbors who have been laid off or furloughed are going to need our 
help now, more than ever.  Make a donation to our outreach center today.  Mail 
your weekly tithe to the parish.  Use the “online giving” button on our website.  
Our obligations to support the parish and give to those in need do not go away 
just because we are not allowed to gather for Mass.   
 
Further, I want to remind everyone that yes, it is still Lent, and yes, we must make 
a return to the Sacrament of Penance.  The line for confession was very short on 
Friday. I have only eight more hours of confessions scheduled this Lent, but as we 
have seen, everything can change in the blink of an eye.  Just as we no longer 
have Holy Communion available to us, very soon we may not have confessions 
available.  Many Catholics have taken the sacraments for granted, and now they 
are being taken away.  One day you may not have a priest to give you the 
sacraments.  
 
Let us offer our present sufferings for the good of the whole Church, and 
especially for the end of this virus pandemic.  Let us pray fervently that we can 
actually have Mass together again.  Let us give to others in need, and get out of 
our selfish tendencies.  Let us also recall the words with which Lent started:  
“Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  May our faith in the resurrection be manifest 
in the way we finish out this Lent.   
 
“This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.”1 

 
1 John 11:4 


