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Rev. Joseph Keating 
3rd Sunday of Easter (A) 
Homily 
 
The Gospel we have heard today is one of my favorite passages in all of Sacred 
Scripture.  We find this passage near the end of Luke’s gospel, and it is often 
referred to as “The Road to Emmaus” passage.  Without retelling the story in its 
entirety, I would propose that we take a close look at this passage, and even peel 
back some of the deeper layers of meaning contained within it. 
 
We begin with a surface-level reading of the text, placing it in its context.  Keep in 
mind that this exchange between Jesus and the two disciples happens on Easter 
Sunday morning, just moments after Peter ran to see the empty tomb for himself.  
These two disciples must have been close to the Apostles, because they had 
already heard the report of the empty tomb from the women, and they knew that 
Peter went to check things out.  Then, rather than stick around to find out what 
had happened, they left town!  They bugged out!  Clearly they were disappointed 
that the man they had been following had just been brutally killed.  They also 
figure that it is not safe for them to stay in the city.  Thus, even though they had 
heard the testimony that the tomb was empty, they did not yet believe that Jesus 
had risen from the dead. 
 
So there they are, walking away from Jerusalem.  It is significant that at the 
beginning of this passage, the two disciples are walking away from Jerusalem and 
towards Emmaus.  Now, Jerusalem was the most important city in all Judea, and it 
was without a doubt the center of their Jewish Faith.  It is a symbolic city, and so 
we can read into the disciples’ actions symbolically.  Here they are, walking away 
from their Faith in discouragement and fear.  They are walking towards a town 
apparently so insignificant that, even to this day, researchers still do not know 
exactly where Emmaus was located. It is like they are walking into oblivion.  They 
were done. 
 
Had Jesus not met them on the road that day, in the midst of their despondence 
and despair, they would have simply faded away, lost forever to history.  But 
Jesus did meet them on the way.  He met them where they were, patiently asked 
probing questions, explained the meanings of the scriptures, and sat down for a 
meal with them.  Jesus didn’t leave them in their hour of despair; rather, he went 
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to their rescue to inspire them and to renew their faith.  He had patience for their 
weak faith, and didn’t condemn them for it, but rather helped to turn them 
around.  After they recognized him, where did they go next?  Back to Jerusalem.  
They turned away from Emmaus, symbol of their despair, and back towards 
Jerusalem, the symbol of faith. 
 
So many times in our lives, we can feel like those two did on that day.  We may 
feel lost, bored, aimless, adrift.  Yet, the Lord is willing to meet us where we are.  
He is willing to be patient with us whenever we are slow to understand.  He 
comes to meet with us, and he gives us the graces sufficient for us to continue 
walking in the right direction.  An encounter with Jesus ensures that we will be 
journeying towards the New Jerusalem instead of away from it. 
 
Those of us watching or listening to the Mass via Internet, cable or radio have 
tuned in because you want to encounter the Risen Lord on Sunday, the day of his 
resurrection.  But, separated from the wider parish community and from the 
Sacrament of the altar, how may we encounter Jesus today?  First, a short 
anecdote set up the answer. 
 
A couple of years ago, there was a beautiful and providential moment that 
happened at my former parish in Penelope.  It must have been the fifth Sunday of 
Lent, or perhaps Palm Sunday, when we had put veils on all the statues in the 
church as well as the crucifix.  We had just finished distributing Holy Communion 
and purifying the vessels.  The communion hymn concluded, and the deacon and I 
sat down for a moment of silent prayer.  Then, in that moment of silence, a small 
child somewhere in the back started fidgeting and whining to his mother, as 
children often do at Mass.  But then, this child, too young to receive Holy 
Communion, began to say, over and over again, “I want to see Jesus!  I want to 
see Jesus!”  It took me a moment to realize that he was referring to the veiled 
crucifix on the wall behind the altar, but the profundity of this child’s statement 
instantly struck me.  What this child expressed, in his innocence, was truly a cry 
from the heart of the Church—we want to see Jesus! 
 
Yes, brothers and sisters, that is why we now hunger to return to the Holy Mass.  
We want to see Jesus.  And, for the believer who sees with the eyes of faith, we 
do, in fact, see Jesus here.  Jesus is truly present in every Mass, specifically in four 
ways:   
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1. He is present in the Scriptures that are read.  Thus, when we listen 
attentively to the readings and reflect on them, we are, in fact, 
encountering Jesus.  Even when we read passages from the Old Testament, 
we recognize that all of Sacred Scripture is really about Jesus Christ. 

2. He is present in the members of his body, the Church, whenever two or 
more are gathered in his name.  This is a promise made by Jesus himself in 
Matthew’s Gospel.1  It only takes two people gathered in the name of Jesus 
to know that he is present among us.  Although we are gathered in small 
numbers in various places today, Jesus is present in his Body, the Church. 

3. He is present in his priest, who acts in persona Christi capitis—in the person 
of Christ, the head.  The priest acts as the head of the body, leading the 
Faithful in prayer.  It may appear that I have been turning my back on you 
for portions of the Mass, but in fact, it is my role to lead you all in worship.  
If a leader is going to guide his followers somewhere, he must turn in the 
same direction as them, walking forward towards their common goal.  
Jesus has gone before us, ascending to the Father, so that we too, might 
join him in Heaven after our earthly sojourn is complete. 

4. Lastly, he is most tangibly present, body, blood, soul, and divinity, in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, the Eucharist.  As Catholics, we believe in 
the True Presence of Jesus Christ in this Sacrament, because of the very 
words of Jesus, who said “I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh for the life of the world.”2 

 
These are the ways we encounter Jesus in the Holy Mass.  Indeed, the whole Mass 
is set up in such a way to allow us to encounter Jesus.  Looking a little deeper at 
this passage on the Road to Emmaus, we can also recognize that it follows the 
very structure of the Mass.  
 
First, Jesus approaches the disciples by walking down the road.  This is akin to the 
entrance procession at the beginning of Mass, when the priest enters into where 
the people are gathered.  Next, the disciples acknowledge their lack of faith and 
hope.  This is like the penitential act when we begin Mass by acknowledging our 
own sins. 
 

 
1 Matthew 18:20 
2 John 6:51 
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Second, beginning with Moses, Jesus recites the Scriptures and explains them to 
the disciples.  This is none other than the Liturgy of the Word, in which we hear 
an Old Testament reading (outside of Eastertide), a New Testament reading, and 
the Gospel reading.  Following these, a homily is given, in which the homilist 
explains the Scriptures to the Faithful.  Next, the disciples petition the Lord to 
remain with them.  This is the moment in the Mass when we bring our petitions 
and needs to the Lord in the Prayers of the Faithful. 
 
Third, the Lord shares a meal with the disciples, specifically bread.  The verbs used 
here are:  He took, blessed, broke, and gave the bread to them.  These are the 
same words uttered in the Eucharistic Prayer of the Mass, which recall the Last 
Supper with the Apostles.  Then, the disciples finally recognize Jesus in the 
breaking of the bread.  In the Mass, the Faithful know and believe in the True 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Fourth, Jesus vanishes from their sight, and the disciples go forth, announcing 
what they have just witnessed and whom they had just received.  They confess 
that their very hearts were burning within them.  This is the concluding rite of the 
Mass, in which the tabernacle has been closed, and the Faithful are told to go 
forth, and to announce the gospel of the Lord.  From there, filled with the 
presence of Jesus, we go back out into the world to share the Good News with 
those we meet. 
 
I know how many of you are longing to return to the sacred mysteries.  In these 
days, our hearts cry out, “stay with us, Lord, for evening draws near.”  So many of 
you have expressed to me that “we just want to come back to Church.”  I, too, 
want that for you with all my heart.  In so many different ways, you have all 
expressed to me what that little boy in the pews said with simple faith:  “I want to 
see Jesus!” 
 
In order to see him, we must see with the eyes of faith.  Most especially in the 
Eucharist, we do not detect with our senses anything more than bread and wine.  
Yet we know by faith that Jesus is truly present—body, blood, soul, and divinity.  
Our faith is a gift from God, who helps us to believe that Jesus is who he said he is 
and that he keeps his promise to be with us until the end of the age.   
 



 5 

Yes, Jesus is hidden in the bread we break and the chalice we share.  If we see 
with the eyes of faith, we too, can recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 


