
 1 

Rev. Joseph Keating 
13th Sunday of Ordinary Time (A) 
Homily 
 
With so much time spent at home recently, and with the summer heat upon us, 
many of us have spent our time watching movies.  Now, I love just about any 
movie with an epic battle scene as the climax of the story.  And any movie with a 
great, epic battle scene would be incomplete without a rousing, epic speech given 
by the leader, stirring up courage in the warriors to action just before leading 
them into battle.  Just think of William Wallace in Braveheart.  Aragorn in The 
Return of the King.  General Patton in… Patton, just to name a few.   
 
I think of these great movie speeches as I reflect on today’s gospel, because we 
are now in the part of the gospel where Jesus has called assembled his band of 
apostles and disciples, and now he is instructing them before he sends them out 
on mission.  This is the big speech right before the big fight.  Only, in this fight, the 
battle is not fought for territory or for worldly glory, but for the salvation of souls 
and for heavenly glory.  It not a battle fought with swords or guns, it is fought 
with the weapons of truth and charity.  In the gospel today, General Jesus 
prepares his troops for their mission. 
 
These troops, or, more accurately, disciples, are about to re-enter the world 
armed with truth and charity.  They are charged with the mission of bringing the 
good news to that world.  Furthermore, they are to make known the name of 
Jesus and to gather more disciples for him.  One can imagine why Jesus might 
have spoken these words, “Whoever receives you receives me.”  They carry the 
message of salvation thru Jesus Christ into whatever place they enter.  Now, it 
should come as no surprise that Jesus’ instructions to his disciples are also meant 
for us, who are called his disciples.  So, since he’s talking to us here, let’s break it 
down, bit by bit. 
 
First, Jesus hits us with two warnings:  If we love anyone else more than Jesus, 
even our own families, then we are not worthy of him.  It seems like a harsh 
teaching, even impossible.  But consider this:  every one of us has a family 
member who doesn’t practice his/her faith.  Maybe they’ve left the Church for 
another church, or maybe they just don’t practice any religion.  We often feel 
uneasy around them when it comes to discussing the faith, or bringing up Jesus.  
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Jesus reminds us that it is our relationship with HIM that comes first.  We cannot 
compromise our faith in Jesus or his Church in order to keep some sort of false 
peace with our family and friends.  We must be willing to follow Jesus even when 
it strains relationships with our mother, father, daughter or son.    
 
Then comes the second warning: if we don’t bear our own crosses, we are not 
worthy of Jesus.  Each of us has a cross; that’s part of being a disciple of the 
crucified and risen Lord.  It is not easy to bear our crosses—otherwise we 
wouldn’t call it a cross!  Following Jesus is not about making ourselves as 
comfortable as possible.  It’s going to be hard at times.  Still, in our fellowship of 
believers, we help one another to bear our crosses, just as Simon the Cyrenian 
helped Jesus to carry the Holy Cross. 
 
After this double-warning, Jesus tells his missionaries what they can expect.  He 
gives three examples of people being received into a home: a prophet, a 
righteous man, and a “little one”/disciple.  Jesus then mentions that a reward is in 
store for their hosts.  Keep in mind that he is instructing his disciples about the 
rewards for those who receive them.  I think he’s telling them this for two 
reasons: 
 
First, it gives the missionaries some very good news to tell their hosts.  That is, 
there will be a reward in store for them!  They have received Jesus’ messenger, 
and thus have received also God the Father.  And God will reward them for their 
graciousness.  Just look at the first reading, where the woman of Shunem was 
rewarded with a son for her graciousness towards the prophet Elisha. 
 
Second, in a subtler way, Jesus’ promise of rewards teaches the missionaries 
themselves how they are to behave, and who they are meant to be:  a prophet, a 
righteous man, and a little one.  So, I ask y’all, missionaries of Christ, who are we 
meant to be? 
 

1. A prophet.  A prophet is not necessarily one who tells the future, so don’t 
worry, that’s not expected of you.  Rather, a prophet is one who speaks on 
another’s behalf.  The prophets of the Old Testament delivered God’s 
message to his people on God’s behalf.  In a similar way, each Christian 
today is called to be a prophet.  We are to bear God’s message to the 
world.  We do that by bearing witness to the truth.   
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We are prophets when we gently correct our brother, sister, or neighbor.  
When we remind them that self-destructive behavior is not the way to 
eternal life.  We all know people in our lives who can use a reminder from 
time to time, and sometimes that person is us.  This is how we live out the 
call to be a prophet.  The key is to tell the truth always in charity, not out of 
a need to feel self-righteous.  And that brings me to the second call.  A 
missionary is called to be: 

 
2. A righteous person.  That’s different from being self-righteous.  Self-

righteousness is really just pride in disguise—it’s not based in charity.  Self-
righteousness comes from a need to show other people just how virtuous I 
am.  It is destructive to ourselves and our neighbors, because the self-
righteous person must tear down others in order to make themselves feel 
superior.   
 
True righteousness, on the other hand, is attractive and builds others up.  
The Hebrew word for “righteous” can also be translated as “just.”  So, if we 
are called to be righteous, then we are called to act with justice—to do the 
right thing.   
 
How many times have we known someone who says one thing and then 
does another?  Someone who talks a good game, but can’t deliver?  Once 
we recognize this tendency in someone, they lose all credibility.  And so it is 
with the Gospel.  If we act in a way that is contradictory to what we profess 
with our lips, then we Christians lose credibility.  When I was ordained a 
deacon, the ordaining prelate said, “Receive the Book of the Gospels.  
Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice what you 
teach.”  In other words, he was telling me to act with righteousness.  And 
every Christian shares this call.  It shows others that we believe what we 
say.  The third call of a missionary is to be: 

 
3. A little one/disciple.  That is, a follower of Christ.  In a sense, another christ, 

with a small C.  I’m not saying we should play God—quite the opposite.  
Remember that Christ means “The Anointed One,” and indeed we have 
been anointed.  We get anointed at our baptism and again at confirmation.  
Priests are anointed too.  And each one of these anointings signifies that we 
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are being strengthened for a mission.  We are about to be sent out to 
accomplish a purpose.  So, we who are anointed, and called by the name of 
Christian are meant to be “other christs.”   

 
We are “other christs” when we do acts of charity and acts of mercy.  We 
are “other christs” when we act with humility, not seeking worldly fame, 
worldly rewards, or worldly recognition.  We are “other christs” when we 
make sacrifices on behalf of our neighbors.  We are “other christs” when 
we imitate Jesus Christ in all we do.  

 
It is fitting that we have this gospel today, in which Our Lord prepares his 
missionary troops for battle, for we, too, are in a spiritual battle.  Our country 
appears to be coming apart at its seams, and evil forces are at work.  There is 
utter contempt for the founders of our country and for the men who died 
defending her.  There are violent, shrieking mobs who seek nothing but power 
and destruction.  Even the statues of our Catholic Saints have been desecrated.  
Many are warning that a civil war may be coming.  I say all these things not to 
frighten anyone, but because we must be vigilant in the face of so much evil.  We 
cannot bury our heads in the sand and pretend everything is alright.  Instead, we 
must engage the Enemy who is already at the gates. 
 
Our adversaries are not other people; our adversary is a spiritual being.  “Our 
struggle is not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the powers, 
with the world rulers of this present darkness, with the evil spirits in the 
heavens.”1  The Enemy fights with lies and hatred, we fight with truth and charity.  
He desires to tear apart, we desire to build up.   
 
Our armor in this spiritual battle will be the belt of truth, the breastplate of 
righteousness, the greaves of peace, the shield of faith, and the helmet of 
salvation.2 
 
Our weapons in this spiritual battle will be prayer, fasting, almsgiving, acts of 
charity, and faithfulness to the commandments of Jesus. 
 

 
1 Ephesians 6:12 
2 cf. Ephesians 6:14-17 
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The battlefield is not in some far-off country or in some big city.  We enter the 
battlefield when we step out of this building and back to our daily lives.  We must 
be prepared and united for the fight against evil.   
 
In conclusion, I offer you my own riff on another great battle speech, from the 
film Independence Day: 
 

We can't be consumed by our petty differences any more. We will be 
united in the Body of Christ. Perhaps it's providence that today is the 
weekend before the 4th of July, and we will once again be fighting for 
our freedom. Not from tyranny, oppression, or persecution, but from 
spiritual death. We're fighting for our right to live in the freedom of 
the Sons of God, to live forever.  And should we win the day, Sunday 
will no longer be known as just another day off, but as the day when 
Christians declare in one voice, 'We will not go quietly into the night! 
We will not vanish without a fight! We're going to live on, we're going 
to live eternally.' Today we celebrate our resurrection day!" 

 
 


