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16th Sunday of Ordinary Time (A) 
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Well, as promised, today we are in part two of our trilogy of parables from the 
Gospel of Matthew.  This week, Jesus again uses the imagery of farming as well as 
of baking—two things I know y’all know how to do, because so many of you have 
been kind enough to share with the fruits of your gardens and goodies from your 
ovens with your priest.  In other news, I now have my home gym set up in the 
rectory garage; because it was either that, or start buying stretchy pants. 
 
 
The Problem of Evil 
 
In the Gospel today, just as last week, Jesus explains the meaning of the parable.  
For me, this parable brings up questions in my mind.  We know that the sower is 
meant to represent God.  But the sower in the parable went to sleep, and the 
enemy came to sow weeds in his field.  This brings up a legitimate question, 
because our all-knowing God would have known that the enemy was going to sow 
the weeds; so why doesn’t he prevent him?  This classic philosophical question, 
which is also called the “problem of evil,” presents a very real challenge to many 
thinkers.  The question basically goes like this:  If God is all-powerful, all-knowing, 
and all-good, then why is there evil in the world?  An all-knowing God would know 
about it.  An all-powerful God should be able to do something about it.  And an 
all-good God would want to do something about it.  So then, why does evil still 
exist?  Unfortunately, for many, the solution becomes: well, since evil does exist, 
then God must not exist.  At least, not a God who is all-powerful, all-knowing and 
all-good. 
 
But this answer is all too easy.  For, I could just as easily ask, if the all-powerful, 
all-knowing and all-good God does not exist, then why does good exist?  Why do 
humans have a desire for goodness, and why have any sense of morality 
whatsoever?  This question is just as difficult to answer. 
 
I’m reminded of this question—the problem of evil—in the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds, because the weeds sown among the wheat symbolize the evil that 
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we experience in the world.  Amid so much goodness and the beauty of the earth, 
and the many abundant blessings we have, there is still evil, ugliness, and lies.   
 
Many of us have experienced pain, loss, tragedy, illness, death, or some kind of 
sorrow in our lives.  In times like these, our faith is tested.  Those whose faith is 
rooted in rocky soil will have little chance of keeping the faith when confronted 
with these evils.  Yet even those whose faith is strong will find themselves asking 
God, “Why?” 
 
I think the key to understanding why evil exists is found in the master’s response.  
When the servants ask if he wants them to pull up the weeds, he says, “no, if you 
pull up the weeds, you might pull up the wheat along with them.”  In other words, 
the master wants to give the wheat a chance to grow.  He would rather have an 
abundant harvest of wheat, and sort out the weeds at harvest time.   
 
Thus, God permits evil in this world so that good may also flourish in this world.  
He does not create evil, but rather allows us to experience evil, both natural evils 
and moral evils, in order that we, his children, may grow, even in the midst of evil 
circumstances.  Our God is not a sadistic god, who is entertained by watching us 
suffer.  Rather, he is a just God, who will reward the just in the end.   
 
Good out of Evil 
 
There is another way out of this problem of evil.  This God is so powerful, so good, 
and so wise that he can even bring good out of evil.  I’ll give you an example.  
Most of us will remember hurricane Harvey, that absolutely devastated the city of 
Houston and the surrounding area.  It was heartbreaking to see the images of 
flooded highways, businesses, and homes.  And yet, amid all the suffering caused 
by this natural evil, we started seeing great acts of charity, brotherhood, self-
sacrifice, neighbors helping neighbors, even strangers helping strangers.  On the 
news, we saw people using their fishing boats to rescue their neighbors from the 
floods.  I personally remember driving up I-35 and seeing fire trucks all the way 
from St. Louis driving down to offer assistance.  Gymnasiums were overflowing 
with donations to help those who had lost everything.  It was an overabundance 
of charity.  The poverty caused by one natural evil produced the conditions for 
millions of people to love their neighbors—a far greater good. 
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Of course, the world was watching when disaster struck Houston, but I know how 
this community also comes together to help a neighbor when tragedy strikes.  The 
love that is shown in the face of evil is far greater than the evil itself.   
 
The truth is that God does this all the time in our lives.  For, “The light shines in 
the darkness, and darkness has not overcome it.”1  Even the evils we experience 
in our lives, great or small, can be transformed into good.  God did not make evil, 
but he can, and often does, transform it into good. 
 
 
Making us Stronger 
 
Even so, some of us may want to ask, “Then, what about the times when the evil 
does not seem to be transformed into good?”  As I mentioned before, God 
permits the evil so that we may grow.  How many times have we encountered a 
difficult situation that seemed absurd and painful in the moment, but ended up 
making us stronger?   
 
I can think of a time when I was in crisis.  I had just started seminary, and I had an 
experience that rocked me, not just in my vocation to the priesthood, but in my 
very belief in God.  Everything I believed was thrown into question, and I felt like I 
was on the edge of a cliff, looking over a bottomless void, and if I slipped, I would 
fall forever, into nothing, for eternity.  It was truly terrifying.  Everything I knew 
about life, death, Heaven and Hell, seemed like it was all a noble lie, a cleverly 
concocted bedtime story to inject meaning into a meaningless life.  I’m telling 
you, I was in a dark place.  And yet, little by little, with a lot of help, I was able to 
work thru my fears and doubts.  I was able to discover the roots of the Catholic 
Faith, which are planted in truth.  I was able to face my fears and shine a light on 
them.  I was able to regain my faith and trust in God.  In short, I emerged stronger 
in my faith than ever before.  I still wish I hadn’t had to go thru that scary, evil 
time, but God was doing something in me by letting me experience it.  He was 
allowing my weak foundations to crumble so that He could reform them. 
 
That was my answer to the problem of evil.  Maybe you have had a similar 
experience, a moment of weakness and pain from which you emerged even 
stronger.  That’s your answer to the problem of evil. 

 
1 John 1:5 
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Giving Meaning to Suffering 
 
And still, there are evils that are neither transformed into good, nor do they seem 
to make us stronger.  What then?  Why do these evils exist?   
 
These evils that we suffer only make sense in view of the cross.  For, each disciple 
of Jesus Christ, who shares in the promise of glory, must also bear his/her share of 
Jesus’ cross.  We are the Body of Christ, and if Christ has truly suffered in his body, 
then should we, his members, not also suffer?  Should we not also bear that 
cross?  It is our suffering that unites us in a profound way to the Passion of Christ, 
the paradoxical suffering of an invincible God.  The cross gives such meaning to 
our suffering, that we Christians even dare to rejoice in it.  St. Paul writes, “Now I 
rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the church.”2   
 
What can this mean?  Would any one among us say that there was something 
lacking in what Christ suffered for us?  I defy anyone to watch The Passion of the 
Christ and then tell me that Jesus didn’t suffer enough.  Then how can St. Paul say 
that he is making up for what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ?  It’s because he 
understands that we belong to that body.  You and I, we are members of the Body 
of Christ. So then, what is lacking in the suffering of Christ?  Our sufferings—yours 
and mine.  When we suffer, we participate in the suffering of our God, who gave 
himself up out of love to redeem us.  His suffering gives meaning to our suffering.  
It is a suffering that bears fruit in redemption and leads to heavenly glory. 
 
The Kingdom of God 
 
Sometimes it can seem that evils are overwhelming, like the weeds grow faster 
than the wheat.  But recognize that we, the Church, are like that mustard tree, 
giving shelter and safety for those who need to escape the evils of the world.  We 
are also like that yeast, permeating the world, and sanctifying it, participating in 
the redemption of all creation.  The Kingdom of God for which we yearn is already 
here in seed form.  Our mission, brothers and sisters, is to sow the good seed of 
the Kingdom.  For we know that evil does not have the final word.  Let us pray 
always, and act accordingly, that God’s Kingdom may come on earth as it is in 
Heaven. 

 
2 Colossians 1:24 


